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consideration, and has been the frequent subject of
his anxious inquiry into the writings and opinions
of far better instructors, he will venture to deliver
a few words on it, offering them with unaffected
diffidence.
Does, then,  the  Christian  discover  in   himself,
judging not from accidental and occasional feelings,
(on which little stress is either way to be ^^ to
laid,) but from the permanent and habitual such as sits-
temper of his mind, a settled, and still more pect this to
a growing, coldness and indisposition to- betheir oase*
wards  the  considerations and offices  of religion ?
And has he reason to apprehend that this coldness
and indisposition are owing to his being engaged too
much or too earnestly in worldly business, or to his
being too keen in the pursuit of worldly objects?
Let him carefully examine the state of his own heart,
and seriously   and impartially survey the  circum-
stances of his situation in life; humbly praying to the
Father of light and mercy, that he may be enabled
to see his way clearly in this difficult emergency.
If he finds himself pursuing wealth or dignity, or
reputation, with earnestness and solicitude ; if these
things engage many of his thoughts; if his mind
naturally and inadvertently runs out into contem-
plations of them; if success in these respects greatly
gladdens, and disappointments dispirit and distress
his mind; he has but too plain grounds for self-
condemnation.    " No man can serve two masters."
The world is evidently in possession of his heart;
and it is no wonder that he finds himself dull, or
rather dead, to the impression  and enjoyment of
spiritual things.
But though the marks of predominant estimation
and regard for earthly things be much less clear and
determinate, yet, if the object which he is pursuing

